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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Welcome to the first issue of Syndicommotion!  This newsletter was
conceived as a way for members of Syndicomm Online to be kept abreast of
all that's happening on the service.  Syndicomm has grown a great deal in
the past year, with events and changes regularly occurring in its many
corners.  Our intention is for Syndicommotion to highlight to all members
(new, old - and potential!) the news, occurrences, and offerings of the
Syndicomm service. The three main sections of Syndicommotion will tell
you about systemwide news (that which affects all members), give you a
roster of what forums are currently available, and provide brief
highlights from a number of those forums.  If you haven't visited these
forums in awhile, or at all, reading these distillations is a great way
to learn what you're missing.

If you have any questions about the service, or suggestions for the next
issue, feel free to drop me a line.  This newsletter is written with you
in mind, so let us know what's on your mind!

Enjoy!

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
kgagne@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Happy Birthday to Syndicomm!  Syndicomm Online opened its doors one year
ago, on December 8, 2000, in an open beta test period.  Thanks to all
that have come aboard since then!

New Pricing
-----------
Effective January 1, 2002, Syndicomm's pricing will change as follows:

- Monthly rates remain the same at $10/month.

- The quarterly rate is now $22/quarter.

- If you have (or put) a credit card number on file with Syndicomm, the
quarterly rate is just $20/quarter.  This is like getting one month free
for every two months you pay for!

- The new annual rate is $75/year.  The annual rate is pro-rated so that
your year always begins in January.  This is like getting more than four
free months per year.

Credit Card Authorization
-------------------------
Syndicomm's limited-time offer of one free month for submitting a credit
card authorization form will end effective January 1, 2002.  This form
can be found at <http://www.syndicomm.com/cardauth.html>.  After January
1, please consider our new $20 per quarter discounted rate for members
paying by credit card.

Buddy Program
-------------
Syndicomm has a Buddy Program to reward our members for telling their
friends about us.  It's simple:

- Tell your buddy about Syndicomm Online.

- Your friend joins Syndicomm Online at <http://www.syndicomm.com/join.html>, putting your username in when asked
for a buddy name.

- Your friend enjoys Syndicomm Online.

- If both you and your friend are still members in 90 days, you get a $10
credit to your account.

- Recommend as many buddies as you like -- you get credit for them all!

Free Video Games
----------------
While supplies last, all new Syndicomm subscribers who use signup code
"GAME" and remain members for 90 days will receive a free video or
computer game for the system of their choice!  This offer includes
software for Nintendo GameCube, Microsoft Xbox, Sony PlayStation 2, Game
Boy Advance, Windows, and other systems.

There are no contests, gimmicks, or bundles.  Just sign up for service
and get a free game - guaranteed.

Full details of this offer can be found at
<http://www.gamebits.net/syndicomm/promo.shtml>

This promotion is made in conjunction with Gamebits, Syndicomm's video
game community.  Gamebits is accessible at page 850, or with your web
browser at <http://www.gamebits.net>.

Forum Upgrades
--------------
As of December 14, all Syndicomm Online forums are running on the new
bulletin board software.  That means that not only is performance
improved for every forum, but all forums now have available web access to
their bulletin boards.

Work continues on adding features to both the text and web bulletin
boards, but the software is in the realm of entirely usable, so it was
decided to move all the forums over.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicomm's number of forums now ranks in at sixteen.  That's an
impressive lineup for a service that just opened a year ago.

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the
forum's respective keyword.  Via web browser, surf to
<http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that
forum's keyword.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum              Keyword       Page   SysOp's Name        SysOp's Email
================   ==========    ====   =============       =============
HelpDesk           HELPDESK       150   Eric Shepherd       SHEPPY
Palm OS            PALM           590   Thomas Compter      TCOMPTER
Macintosh          MAC            605   Ed Reppert          ED
Apple II Forum     A2             645   Ryan Suenaga        A2.RYAN
Newton Alive       NEWTON         650   Kim Howe            KIMHOWE
Unix               UNIX           675   Wayne Arthurton     WAYNER
Live Games         LIVEGAMES      810   Lisa McKleroy       LISA
Family Fun & Games FUN            820   Michele Greb        NIGHTPATHS
Gamebits           GAMEBITS       850   Ken Gagne           KGAGNE
Singles            SINGLES        910   Ken Gagne           KGAGNE
Refunder's Refuge  REFUNDERS      915   Jamie Yates         JAMIEYATES
Women's Life       WOMEN          940   Michele Greb        NIGHTPATHS
Fertile Grounds    FERTILE        950   Kathryn Holderman   KGHOLDERMAN
Life w/Diabetes    DIABETES       955   Lora Harville       TRIVIABUFF
Prolific Quill     QUILL          990   Ken Gagne           KGAGNE
WTC Discussion     WTC           1600   Eric Shepherd       SHEPPY

The Unix, Family Fun, and Women's Life forums are currently under
construction.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

HelpDesk
Page 150
Keyword: HELPDESK
-----------------
The Syndicomm HelpDesk forum is the place to go to get help finding your
way around on Syndicomm Online.  We also provide topics for talking about
movies and television shows, including the new Star Trek series,
"Enterprise".  An active discussion of this show can be found in Category
50, Topic 1, chock full of true geekism, from discussing continuity
problems with other series to what we think of the crew.

Apple II
Page 645
Keyword: A2
-----------
The Apple II forum was Syndicomm's first forum, and remains one of the
most popular.  Hot discussion topics have recently included what
essential items to load on a new Apple IIgs, as well as which A2 members
are affected by the loss of service from cable provider @Home.

A2 is one of the few Syndicomm forums with regular nightly conferences.
The chats tend to be computer related, but almost any topic will fly.
Feel free to drop in and meet some of your fellow Syndicomm members.

Live Games
Page 810
Keyword: LIVEGAMES
------------------
Dungeon Master Thomas Compter has adopted the Live Games Forum as home
for his Dungeons & Dragons role-playing game.  Set in the Kingdom of
Mercia, this RPG has already pitted its players against goblins, ogres, a
devious human named Karak, and a wily halfling named Rollo.

More players are always welcome.  See Category 8, Topic 1 for game etails, or email tcompter@syndicomm.com to play.

Family Fun and Games
Page 820
Keyword: FUN
------------
Family Fun and Games Forum: OPENING 1 January 2002!

Syndicomm welcomes to the Family Fun and Games Forum, a special place for
all ages!

In this forum, you'll find the best selection of shareware and freeware
games, screensavers, themes and assorted computer goodies to help you
explore the entertainment aspects of your computer.  Start the new year
off with bright spirits and a smile as you browse the selection of
Desktop Buddies to pick your special computer friend!  Enjoy playing a
favorite game (try the original Donkey Kong!) or dressing your computer
in the colors of spring to banish the winter blahs.

Take a look through our recipes and add your own family specialty to our
growing list.  We have recipes from around the world to test.  There is
even a recipe manager for your convenience.

Come relax, laugh and enjoy family time in the Family Fun and Games
Forum!

Gamebits
Page 850
Keyword: GAMEBITS
-----------------
Gamebits' audience of video gamers recently enjoyed a deluge of
noteworthy software and hardware.  In mid-November, Hideo Kojima's
long-awaited video game, Metal Gear Solid 2, was released for the
PlayStation 2.  A few days later, Microsoft launched their first game
console, the Xbox; hot on its heels was Nintendo's new machine, the
GameCube.  Initial reports on these items are available in the Gamebits
message base.  Keep an eye on Gamebits as we decide which games make the
cut of being called "Games of the Year"!

New additions to the file libraries include GameCube software trailers
(QuickTime .MOV format) and wallpaper images (JPEG format).  Access these
files at <ftp://ftp.syndicomm.com/pub/members-only/gamebits>.

Women's Life
Page 940
Keyword: WOMEN
--------------
Women's Life Forum: OPENING 1 January 2002!

Women's Life Forum focuses on contemporary issues facing women at work,
at home and at play.  Career management tools and discussions; family
ties that can drive us all right around the bend at times, as we try to
balance everything that needs to be accomplished in one short day; and
opportunities to lighten the load just a bit as you share your
experiences, successes and worries with other women.  It isn't always an
easy road, but walking it has its own rewards - right, ladies?

Leave a message for Auntie Em and she'll do her best to provide you with
sound advice, a different perspective, or a good talk to help get you
back on track.  Take a personality quiz and read tips on maximizing your
effectiveness in various aspects of your life.  Become part of a
community designed to support a woman's life and help celebrate our lives
online!

Prolific Quill
Page 990
Keyword: QUILL
--------------
Prolific Quill, Syndicomm's newest community, opened its doors in early
November, inviting readers and writers alike to visit.  The message board
has plenty of categories and topics in which to discuss the craft of
writing, from initial idea brainstorming to final editing, on any subject
from biographies to fantasies and philosophies.  Readers are also welcome
to discuss their favorite books, from Shakespeare to Star Wars and
Superman. Popular conversations thus far have included the science
fiction works of Arthur C. Clarke and Robert A. Heinlein, and the fantasy
of R. A. Salvatore.

Quill has already started its first game, called "Operation Douglas".
This writing contest invites people to collaborate on a short fictional
story, with the best author winning a bookstore gift certificate.  See
<http://www.gamebits.net/syndicomm/promo.shtml> for full details.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Syndicomm has grown by leaps and bounds this past year, due in no small
part to its dedicated and ingenious development team.  But there's plenty
more that everyone else can participate in too!

Various members of Syndicomm have expressed interest in seeing the
service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like to see the
following topics have their own discussion areas: TV/Movies; Genealogy;
Travel; Fiber/Textile. If you're interested in managing one of these or
other forums, email contracts@syndicomm.com.

Multi-User Dungeons
-------------------
Syndicomm management has stated a desire to operate multi-user dungeons
(MUDs) on the service.  If anyone has any experience in operating these
games, email sheppy@syndicomm.com.

Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
Currently, the only offline readers for Syndicomm are for the Apple II
platform.  Syndicomm engineering is willing to work with any interested
programmers/script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh,
Windows, or other platforms. Email sheppy@syndicomm.com if interested.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

This newsletter was named as part of a systemwide contest; the winning
entry, "Syndicommotion", was suggested by Steve Reeves.

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II
and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright 2001 by Syndicomm.  All
rights reserved.
